
MINUTES OF THE NEW VOICES MEETING 

28 MAR. 2014 
GRADUATE STUDENT LOUNGE, ENGLISH DEPARTMENT,  

LANGDALE HALL, GEORGIA STATE UNIVERSITY 

ATLANTA, GEORGIA 

In Attendance: 

Deborah D’Cruze 

Kateland Wolfe 

Jessica Temple 

Jennifer Olive 

Christine Busser 

Andrea Rogers (virtually) 

 

Welcome 
1st Chair Deborah D’Cruze called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m. 

 

Approval of Previous Meeting’s Minutes 

1st Chair Deborah D’Cruz proposed that the minutes be accepted with the following additions 

 Dan Abitz accepted the position of GEA liaison after the last meeting. 

With this addition, the minutes are approved. 

 

Committee Old Business and Reports 

1st Chair Deborah D’Cruze asked the following present Planning Committee members for old 

business/reports on current projects. 

 Secretary, Jennifer Olive 

o New e-mail address 

 Jennifer Olive notified attendees that the official New Voice’s e-mail 

address has changed. The new e-mail address is 

gsu.newvoices@gmail.com. All contact information on the website has 

been changed and all official communications will now be sent from this 

address. 

o Domain 

 1st Chair Deborah D’Cruze asked for more input regarding the possibility 

of purchasing a domain for New Voices for $90 a year. After some 

deliberation, Jennifer suggested that the committee table the decision until 

the Fall 2014 semester with serious consideration for next spring with 

proof of growth of this year’s conference. 

o Google Drive 

 Jennifer proposed that relevant folders in the New Voices Google Drive 

have access granted to the related officers who might need access. To 

start, she will share the meetings folder and e-mail folder with her Gmail 

account and the finance folder with Jessica Temple. Others will be granted 

upon request. 

 A conversation was had amongst Deborah, Christine, and others about the 

possibility of creating a separate Gmail account for Hospitality just as the 



Creative Writing section of New Voices currently has. If created, the 

Google Drive folders will be shared with this account. 

 The presidents noted that they will continue to access all of the folders via 

the primary New Voices accounts. 

 Treasurer, Jessica Temple 

o Jessica updated the committee that the outstanding A/V bill from last conference 

has been paid. 

 

New Business 

After reporting on past business, 1st Chair Deborah D’Cruze asked for new business. 

 New Creative Writing Initiative 

o 1st Chair Deborah D’Cruze suggested to Andrea the consideration of adding 

additional workshops, panels, roundtables, etc. to the conference program in an 

effort to increase the creative writing presence at the annual conference. 

o Additionally, it was proposed that this effort could be increased by reaching our to 

local writers and professors at Agnes Scott University, Emory University, and 

Georgia Institute of Technology. 

o Another idea to support this initiative was the idea that sessions could be 

proposed by people proposing submissions as workshop leaders 

 All of these efforts were positively received; however, all in attendance 

agreed that efforts should be tabled until after a theme has been chosen. 

 Theme Proposal 

o 1st Chair Deborah D’Cruze posted a draft of the proposal in Google Drive prior to 

the meeting and had revised it for the meeting incorporating the comments that it 

had received up until that point. 

o 1st Chair Deborah D’Cruze also pointed out that this idea of asking for proposals 

is new and that an emphasis should be placed on the C.V. opportunity that this 

event would provide for graduate students in the English Department. 

o The following current issues with the available themes were raised by the co-

chairs with the Fountainhead Press representative and further discussed among 

attendees: 

 Green is an older reader and the authors may be hard to get as speakers for 

our conference. 

 Boarders is limited in that it focuses only on the USA/Mexico border; 

however, we could open the theme up more broadly for the purposes of 

the conference. 

 Humor will not be published until just before the conference  

 Death was also listed as a possible option. 

o Given these issues, it was decided that Green would be removed from the 

available choices. 

o Following the discussion on the available themes, the attendees discussed 

suggestions for the current proposal draft. Some of the more prominent 

suggestions included  

 Adding a description of what a proposal should look like 

 Front loading the theme portion and revising the word choice regarding 

the theme 



 i.e. “Conference Theme Description Proposal” and “Help us 

draft/shape our conference” 

 Limiting the flyer to 1 page and adding the supplemental materials and 

examples on the website 

 Making the submission process part of an online form 

 Keeping the deadlines currently listed on the flyer 

 Spring Fundraising 

o An update on the location search was given by 1st Chair Deborah D’Cruze in 

which she noted that fields were currently hard to obtain reservations. Our current 

budget for reservation fees is $100. Possible field locations include 

 Piedmont Park--> It was noted that this location was unlikely 

 Pathersville 

 Hurt Park-->It was noted that GSU should be contacted regarding this 

location 

 Candler Park-->It was noted that GSU should be contacted regarding this 

location 

 Freedom Park 

 Grant Park 

o After proposing several dates in April, it was decided by the committee that the 

latest date, April 26, from 12-5 p.m. would be the date for the tournament, which 

will be announced once a location has been obtained. 

o To play, a sign-up fee of between $5 and $10 was proposed by 1st Chair Deborah 

D’Cruze. The committee decided that the registration for teams should be done by 

static people in the various proposed locations of participating departments. In 

particular, 1st Chair Deborah D’Cruze said that she would speak to the staff at the 

front desk of the English Department for their help in this process and Jennifer 

Olive volunteered to be the representative in the Communications Department.  

o Advertising strategies proposed by 1st Chair Deborah D’Cruze included mailbox 

flyers, department flyers, contact e-mails to A&S offices, and sign-up sheets in 

the various department offices. Deborah and Jennifer would work on composing 

the flyers once all information has been determined 

o Hospitality Chair Christine Busser volunteered to take the lead position on this 

event and will follow up in the next meeting regarding location possibilities. 

 

Next Meeting 

At the conclusion of the new business discussions, it was noted that the next meeting would take 

place on April 7 at 9:00 a.m. in the Graduate Student Lounge of the English Department. 

 

1st Chair Deborah D’Cruze asked if anyone had any further comments or questions. 

The meeting was concluded at 4:00 p.m. 


