
MINUTES OF THE NEW VOICES MEETING
09 JUN. 2014
STARBUCKS

2321 NORTH DRUID HILLS ROAD
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30329

In Attendance:
Deborah D’Cruze
Andrea Rogers
Dan Abitz
Jessica Temple
Jennifer Olive
William Lake
Christopher Toula
Brian Heston
Kateland Wolfe

Welcome
1st Chair Deborah D’Cruze called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.
 
Approval of Previous Meeting’s Minutes
1st Chair Deborah D’Cruze proposed that the minutes from last meeting be approved.

● The Committee agreed to approve the minutes.
 
Committee Old Business and Reports
1st Chair Deborah D’Cruze called on committee members for any reports on old business.

● The Committee raised no old business.

New Business
1st Chair Deborah D’Cruze raised the following items of new business for discussion.

● Conference Theme
○ Andrea Rogers’s theme proposal was selected as the theme proposal for the 2015 

conference, which she read to the Committee.
○ Deborah D’Cruze addressed the partnership that the Committee has with Fountainhead 

Press regarding the V-series readers and explained that the Death reader is now available 
and the Humor reader will be available after the Conference.

○ Jessica Temple suggested that we request a table of contents or a digital copy so that 
we can adequately incorporate the reader into mentoring sessions and other conference 
matters.

■ Deborah will request this information from the Committee’s contact at 
Fountainhead.

● CFP
○ Deborah D’Cruze notified the Committee that 2 CFPs are generally produced from the 

theme: a main CFP and another specifically for the Creative Writing reading.



○ Deborah D’Cruze noted that both CFPs will include a brief description of the theme, the 
contact information of the Committee, and a deadline.

■ Jennifer Olive will create a draft of the CFPs to be workshopped by the 
Committee via Google Drive before the next meeting at which point they will be 
finalized.

○ Deborah D’Cruze suggested categories in which the main CFP can be tagged (as 
available) on the appropriate CFP lists and asked for more suggestions from the 
Committee based on the theme. The results are as follows. 

■  Pop Culture
■  Digital Media Studies
■  Music
■  Literature
■  Cultural studies
■  Rhet. Comp.
■  Communications

● Film
● Media Studies
● TV studies
● Video Game Studies

■  Languages
● Latin Am. Studies
● Indigenous texts
● Anthropology
● Archaeology

○ Deborah D’Cruze suggested that the main CFP be posted on UPenn’s CFP site upon 
release and asked for other suggestions from the Committee.

■ Christopher suggested CritNet, Penn. State, International Communications 
Association, Pop Culture Association, Cultural Studies Association, and Georgia 
Communications Association.

■ William suggested MLA
■ Jennifer suggested HASTAC.
■ Deborah and Kateland also noted that the main CFP will be distributed to the 

relevant departments at the surrounding universities and that this task will be 
done by discipline between 1st chair, 2nd chair, secretary, communications liaison, 
and MCL liaison.

○ In discussion with Andrea Rogers, Jessica Temple, and Brian Heston, Deborah D’Cruze 
suggested that the Committee develop these CFPs as well as another Creative Writing 
CFP for 4 workshops at the conference.

■ Currently, the topics for the workshops are tentatively poetry and death, poetry 
and humor, fiction and death, and fiction and humor.

■ Deborah suggested that the member of the Committee specializing in Creative 
Writing inquire as to whether or not there is any interest by faculty or staff to 
lead some of the workshops.



■ Andrea, Jessica, and Brian suggested that the workshops have additional 
parameters such as a registration limit to ensure that all participants and their 
work could be adequately addressed.

● Jennifer will create drafts of the forms to be workshopped by the 
Committee after the confirmation of the CFPs via Google Drive.

○ Chairs
■ Deborah D’Cruze noted that chairs will be requested through the GEA and via e-

mail after CFPs have been received and split into panels.
○ Submissions

■ Deborah D’Cruze noted that all submissions should include the following 
information.

● abstract (200-300 words)
● Contact information including name, e-mail, and institution/independent 

scholar affiliation
● keywords for classification

○ 2 discipline options (1 required)
○ 3 fill-in-the-blank fields

■ Jennifer Olive will create a draft of the form to be workshopped by the 
Committee after the confirmation of the CFPs via Google Drive.

○ Keynotes
■ Deborah D’Cruze will speak with the Committee’s contact at Fountainhead 

regarding the availability of the authors of the selected V-series readers as 
Keynote speakers for the conference. Specifically, she will request January 29, 
30, and 31, 2015, for the conference date as well as a weekend on either side of 
of these dates as possibilities.

○ Deadlines
■ Deborah D’Cruze suggested November 21, 2014, as the initial deadline for 

receiving CFP submissions and noted that the date can be extended to December 
12, 2014.

 
Next Meeting
At the conclusion of the new business discussions, it was noted that the next meeting would take place on 
July 5, 2014, at 5:00 p.m. at Java Monkey, 425 Church Street, Decatur, Georgia, 30030.
 
1st Chair Deborah D’Cruze asked if anyone had any further comments or questions.

● 1st Chair Deborah D’Cruze asked Jennifer Olive to send the minutes of the meeting out early to 
the Committee for review rather than wait for the next meeting.

The meeting was concluded at 8:30 p.m.


