
MINUTES OF THE NEW VOICES MEETING
19 SEP. 2014

ROOM 2325, 25 PARK PLACE
ATLANTA, GEORGIA

In Attendance:
Deborah D’Cruze
Kateland Wolfe
Valerie Robin
Andrea Rogers
Jessica Temple
William Lake
Jennifer Olive
 
Welcome
1st Chair Deborah D’Cruze called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m.
 
Approval of Previous Meeting’s Minutes
1st Chair Deborah D’Cruze proposed that the minutes from last meeting be approved.

● Jennifer Olive noted that the minutes from last meeting as well as this meeting would be available 
next meeting for approval.

 
Committee Old Business and Reports
1st Chair Deborah D’Cruze called on committee members for reports on old business.

● Wordpress
○ Jennifer Olive reported that IS&T has provided her with a free redirect code for the 

current website that will allow visitors to be automatically redirected to the Edublogs 
website.

■ Jennifer noted that the problem with this option was that it was not a 301 
redirect; therefore, redirection depends on a user’s connection. Thus, it allows 
for potentially old information to be disseminated amongst users or poor user 
experience. It also does not assist the finding of the new New Voices site with 
search engines.

○ Jennifer Olive asked the Committee, given the current options, which it would prefer she 
enact for the website redirect.

○ The Committee approved the free redirect option provided by IS&T and added that the 
current content will be replaced with a message indicating the move.

○ The Committee also noted that if Jennifer ran into any problems with this option that the 
Committee would pay for redirect option with WordPress.

○ Jennifer Olive indicated that the redirect process would be completed on or around 
October 1.

● Edublogs
○ Jennifer Olive noted that the new site is missing the newer content since her last testing 

of the migration, which will be added by the redirect deadline.



○ Jennifer Olive requested that Deborah D’Cruze send her the new GEA website 
information so that they could connect both of the sites.

○ Deborah D’Cruze noted that she does not have all administrator privileges on the New 
Voices site and asked Jennifer Olive to ask IS&T about this issue.

● Cookbook
○ The Committee finalized the details of the CFP and approved it for distribution on 

Monday, September 22.
■ Jennifer noted that she will send it out electronically and print mailbox copies 

for the English department once the hard copy submission procedures were 
confirmed.

○ Kateland Wolfe reported the following price estimates for the cookbook printing and 
binding.

■ UPS comb binding, black and white (50 pages) $4.50 each
■ Copy Corner, black and white (25 pages) $6.00 each

○ The Committee decided to use UPS’s offer and sell for $10/copy.
○ The Committee discussed kickoff ideas for selling the cookbooks

■ the Committee suggested selling a dish that was made using one of the submitted 
recipes.

● This discussion was tabled for future discussion.
○ Valerie Robin suggested also creating an ebook version of the cookbook for sale.

■ This discussion was tabled for future discussion.
● National Day on Writing

○ Deborah D’Cruze will contact Brain and ask him to create a Doodle for scheduling 
volunteers for this event.

○ Deborah D’Cruze asked for supplies needed for this event. The responses are as follows.
■ large banner-size paper

● This will be the banner on which we will write “New Voices” in bubble 
letters. Students will then be able to write on it and illustrate it for the 
event.

■ tape
● We will tape the banner to the table and elsewhere as the banner is 

complete.
■ construction paper
■ scissors

● Jennifer noted that we need to check about rules regarding this material.
● Jessica will donate the construction paper and the scissors if allowed
● markers
● white paper

○ Deborah D’Cruze asked the Creative Writing members of the Committee to create 
starting points for each story that will be created at the event.

New Business
1st Chair Deborah D’Cruze called on committee members for new business.

● Creative Writing CFPs and Forms for 2015 Conference
○ Discussion on this point has been tabled for further discussion.



● GEA
○ Deborah D’Cruze noted that New Voices will be helping to sponsor some small items at 

events for the GEA
○ Deborah D’Cruze proposed that the incoming GEA funds be used to purchase bags for 

the 2015 Conference.
● Conference Keynotes

○ Deborah D’Cruze notified the Committee that Fountainhead Press was unable to provide 
a keynote speaker for the conference.

○ Deborah D’Cruze proposed asking Joe Peacock, writer for Huffington Post, to speak as a 
Keynote for this year’s conference as he expressed interest.

■ The Committee approved this recommendation.
■ Deborah will confirm the dates and details with him.

○ Deborah D’Cruze asked for suggestions regarding his two addresses at the conference.
■ The Committee suggested sending him the CFP and letting him decide.
■ The Committee also recommending to suggest a talk at the conference regarding 

industry and feedback and suggesting a more creative talk for the Java Monkey 
Open Mic.

○ Jennifer Olive asked about funding for Joe Peacock and suggested asking Fountainhead 
to contribute a donation towards his honorarium for this event.

■ The Committee approved awarding Joe Peacock an honorarium with further 
discussion as to the source and amount of funds to follow.

● Fountainhead Meeting
○ Deborah D’Cruze will meet with Mark Price, our representative at Fountainhead a week 

from Monday to discuss detailed regarding the upcoming conference and to confirm the 
dates.

● Conference
○ Deborah D’Cruze notified the Committee that all of the rooms in the Student Center are 

booked during the weekend of the conference.
○ Deborah D’Cruze suggested two options:

■ contact the reservation holders and ask if they would be willing to change 
schedules

■ contact the English Department and request use of facilities in the department
○ The Committee decided to ask the English Department for facilities

■ Deborah will confirm a reservation of 3 rooms including Troy Moore Library.
■ A/V will be requested or checked out of the Digital Aquarium by Committee 

members.
■ Deborah will ask the GSU Police to open the building if confirmed.

● CFP
○ Deborah D’Cruze will confirm the conference dates and will provide updated information 

to Jennifer Olive to update online materials.
○ Deborah D’Cruze reminded the Committee that the CFP needs to be distributed to 

regional schools.
■ Deborah suggested using last year’s lists and contacting SAMLA to see if we 

might be able to compare information at the school level.



■ Jennifer suggested that the distribution to these schools be carried out via mail 
merge rather than by individual Committee members this year.

○ Deborah D’Cruze reminded the Committee that the CFP needs to be posted to UPenn and 
updated every week

○ Deborah D’Cruze suggested that the CFP be updated and distributed through the English, 
Communications, and MCL departments every 2 weeks.

● Basecamp
○ Deborah D’Cruze will create a section on this collaboration software for the Committee 

to collaborate regarding conference activities and fundraising activities between 
meetings.

 
Next Meeting
At the conclusion of the old business discussions, it was noted that the next meeting would take place on 
September 30 at 4:00 p.m. in Room 2325 of the English Department in 25 Park Place.
 
1st Chair Deborah D’Cruze asked if anyone had any further comments or questions.
The meeting was concluded at 3:00 p.m.


